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Welcome to the Lands of Taiheiki
Here you’ll meet the places associated with the
famed Nitta Yoshisada.

Nitta-no-sho, the estate of the Nitta family, which was
established at the end of the Heian period (794-1185),
encompasses an area measuring 6km from east to west and
7km from north to south in what is today’s Ota City, Gunma
Prefecture. Within this area there are 11 relics: Enpukuiji
(temple), Toshogu (shrine), “Mydodin (temple), Ikushina Jinja
(shrine), Sorimachi Yakata (chateau) relics, Eda Yakata
(chateau) relics, Jyadono Suigen (headspring), and Yadajin
Suigen (headspring). These relics together comprising
“Nitta-no-sho relics” have been designated as a national
historic site (the second shoen iseki (relics of an estate)
to be designated in Japan after the Hine-no-sho relics in
lzumisano City, Osaka Prefecture).
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(1) Enpukuji 387-1 Bessho-chom

As legend goes, the fourth head of the Nitta family, Nitta Masayoshi
founded this temple in the Kamakura period. In its precinct is a large
zenpokoen-fun (keyhole-shaped tomb mound), the third largest in Gunma
Prefecture, named “Chausuyama Kofun.” To the east edge of the front-
square portion of the “keyhole” mound are over 20 sekisoto (multi-tiered
stone pagodas) and gorintod (five-tiered stone grave markers), said to be
the tombs of the successive generations of the Nitta family. i
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A Jinisho Jinja 599 Bessho-cho (IEI™

This shrine is located near the rear-round portion of Chausuyama Kofun.
Sixteen idols are enshrined there. Five of them (designated as the city’s
important cultural properties) have the year “Shogen 1” (1259) inscribed.
One of the idols has carved on it the message wishing the first chief priest
of Enpukuiji to “live in peace in this world and have an easy passage into
Heaven,” with date of production as “October 5.”
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AFEEZDE%IKS - Welcome to the Lands of Taiheiki *
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(3) Séjiji 3201-4 Serada-cho (1Y)

This temple, established at one end of the Nitta estate, is also called
“Yakata-no-bo (estate lodge for priests)” It is said that the originator of the
Nitta family, Nitta Yoshishige as well as Serada Yoriuiji, Nitta Yoshisada, and
others lived there. -
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O Chorakuji 3116:3 Serada-cho (TG

This is the first Zen temple in eastern Japan. A son of Nitta Yoshishige,
Tokugawa (Serada) Yoshisue invited Eichd, the disciple of Rinzai Zen
sect founder Eisai, and established this-temple in Jokyu 3 (1221). After
Tokugawa leyasu had transferred to Kanto (in 1590), he converted the
temple to Tendai sect, the sect of his ancestors, inviting Tenkai S6jo (Bishop)
to be the chief priest.
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@O Toshogii 3119-1 Serada-cho

When the third shogun of the Tokugawa dynasty lemitsu made a major
renovation of Toshogd Shrine in Nikko, he transferred the hall of worship
and tower, etc. of the old posterior sanctuary to Serada, the birthplace
of the Tokugawa family. This hall of worship with features redolent of the
Momoyama period architectural style and the main sanctuary famed for the
Sugomori no Taka (Nesting Hawks) carving etc. have been designated as
Important Cultural Properties of Japan.
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O Myo0oin 119-1 Anyoji (D

This is a temple built on the relic of the Anygji-temple structure said to have
been Nitta Yoshisada’s chateau. The temple is dedicated to Nitta Fure
Fudd (Acalanatha-King of Wisdom), said to have manifested itself as-a
yamabushi (mountain ascetic) who alerted kin of the Nitta in the Echigo
Province (present-day Niigata Prefecture) at the time of the overthrowing of
the Kamakura Shogunate. In the precinct is a rare pyramld shaped Sentai
Fuddson (Thousand Fudo) pagoda.
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@lkushina Jinja 640 Nitta Ichinoi-cho (%D

According to legend, on May 8 of the year Genko 3 (1333), Nitta Yoshisada
raised troops to overthrow the Kamakura Shogunate at this shrine. In its
precinct are7 the Shogizuka (moeund) where Yoshisada set up his camp, a
kunugi (sawtooth oak) goshingi (sacred tree) where he purportedly raised
the war flag, etc. and the Kaburayasai (festival of arrow-shooting) is held
here annually on May 8.
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AFZDEEKS - Welcome to the Lands of Taiheiki
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©® Sorimachi Yakata Relics
894 Nitta Sorimachi-cho (YY) ;

This chateau is the representative relic of Nitta Estate where it is said that
Nitta Yoshisada lived as well as was the"Chateau of the Otachi family. The
moat teeming with water is a vestige of the chateou's glorious past. At
present it has become part of Shomeiji (temple) and is fondly regarded as
Sorimachi Yakushi (the Buddha of healing).
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O Eda Yakata Relics 924-4 Nitta kKamieda-cho (ITEE™

This supposedly is the relic of the chateau of Eda Yukiyoshi who played a
major role.in the overthrowing of Kamakura Shogunate and the chateau
which Yanai Shirozaemon, one of the four chief retainers of Kanayama
Castle, had expanded and resided in. The moat and earthwork fortification
are considered to preserve the form of when they were constructed long
ago.
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@®Jadono Suigen
Vicinity of 1472-1 Nitta Ichonoi-cho

Water diverted from this headspring is believed to have been the cause of
struggles over water rights occurring within Nitta Estate at the riverhead of
Okawa (river) at the close of the Kamakura period (1185-1333). It presently
is a pond embanked on all'sides with stonewalling and concrete.
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(I)Yadaijin Suigen Vicinity of 244 Nitta One-cho (%D

At the riverhead of Ishidagawa (river), you can see a fountain of sand-filled
water being pushed up by a “flowing well” effect. Now the headspring and
surroundings are part of Hotaru-no-sato (Firefly Meadow) Park.
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@ Daikoin 37-s Kanayama-cho ) B-2 )

This temple was built in memoriam of Nitta Yoshishige, revered progenitor
of Tokugawa leyasu, in Keichd 18 (1613). Because the first 'head priest
Donrya Shonin fostered the children of impoverished families as disciples,
the temple came to be known as Kosodate-Donryt (Child-raising Donrya).
In front of the main hall is a Japanese black pine tree (called “Garyu-no-
matsu”) said to have been planted by Donyd Shonin himself.
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@ Jurakuji 21-5 Kanayama-cho

Counted as one of the Seven Deities of Good Fortune of Ota, Joshti
Province (present Gunma Prefecture), this temple is dedicated to
Daikokuten (the god of wealth). Repeatedly burned down and rebuilt, the
two-storied gate erected in Bunka 1 (1804) is a remnant of the temple’s
past.
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@ Sogeniji (Sazaedd) 165 Higashiimaizumi-cho

Said to have been established by Nitta Yoshishige for reposing for the soul
of his daughter Shojuhime, the main hall (a Gunma Prefecture Important
Cultural Property) is called the “Sazaedd (Turban shell sanctuary)” because
its spiral construction resembles a shell.“The largest of the 3 Sazaedbd of
Japan, this temple is also called the “Ajisai (Hydrangea) Temple.”
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(15) Kinryﬁji 40-1 Kanayama-cho (D)

This is the family temple of Yokose family (Yura family), the lords of
Kanayama Castle. Within the compound are the gorinto (five-tiered stone
grave markers) and a tower for reposing the soul of Nitta Yoshisada, and a
wooden statue of Yoshisada is enshrined in the main hall.
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® Ote Koguchi 40-106 Kanayama-cho

From the stone masonry, kuruwa (defensive formations), earthwork
fortifications, and stonewalling, this place was presumably a strategic point
for defending a castle further beyond. The twisting, turning pathway was
designed to fend off enemy soldiers trying-to penetrate.
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£1L1%3h1a%  Visit Kanayama - Symbolic Hills of Ota where a Castle once Stood
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@ Hi-no-lke
40-106 Kanayama-cho
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(® Tsuki-no-lke
40-106 Kanayama-cho

Meaning "The pond of the Sun,"
this pond built near the summit of
Kanayama was a reservoir during
the Period of Warring States (1467-
1568), and the unearthed doba
(clay horse figurines) are evidence
that this was also a holy place for

water-related rituals.
-
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Meaning"The pond of the Moon,"
the pond was so named presumably
through the connection with the
worship of sun and moon, as the
Pond of the Sun’s counterpart. For
a period, the Pond of the Sun was
apparently called “Tard (common
first-born boy’s name) Pond” and
this one .as “Jird (common second-
born boy’s name) Pond.”
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@ Nitta Jinja_40-44 Kanayama-cho @ Museum of Kanayama Castle Ruins

This shrine dedicated to Nitta Yoshisada was constructed in Meiji 8 (1875)
on the site where the castle keep of the Kanayama Castle existed. A huge

Equipped with “Kanayama Warring States Theater” and a “Castle
Navigator,” this guidance facility resembling castle stone walls introduces

keyaki (zelkova) tree over 800 years old stands in the precinct. thie history of Kanayama Castle relics. \/
A 15 ervice hours: 9:00~17:00 / Closed: Mondays (following day in case falling on
%}"‘ @ LIEFMAL shitotntz 40-44 holiday), year-end and New-Year holidays / Admission fee: Free X
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This is a center remembering this pro-imperialist thinker (1747-93) of mid- B

. : : Edo period hailing from this region. On display are diaries and writings
@ Nitta Estate Historical Museum (MAP A-2] in Takayama’s own script, his travelling gear; remembrance items, and
references on this thinker. Exhibits trace his achievements which strongly
influenced imperial loyalists who rose up against the Tokugawa Shogunate
and which gave impetus to the Meiji Reformation.

o

This is a museum of historical materials within the Historic Park. Centering
on cultural properties found within the Nitta Estate relics, the exhibits
arranged by theme from ancient to modern times comprise records on

=i

many kofun (tomb mounds), relics, and structures in Ota City. Service hours: 9:30~17:00 / Closed: Mondays (following day in case falling on
[:[:I holiday), year-end and New-Year holidays

Service hours: 9:30~17:00 / Closed: Mondays (following day in case falling on Admission fee : ¥100 (general); free for JHS student or younger.
)L holiday), year-end and New-Year holidays E

~ P Admission fee : ¥200 (general); free for JHS student or younger. 2
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#® The Museum of Mantokuiji - The “Divorce Temple” I

This was once a convent first headed by Jonenni, a daughter of Tokugawa
Yoshisue (son of Nitta Yoshishige) who had became a nun. Mantokuiji
and Tokeiji in Kamakura were renowned as the only 2 divorce temples
recognized by the Shogunate during the Edo period. The 2 flush toilets,
one for divorce and the other for matrimony, are popular features at this
museum memorializing the temple that this place once was.

Service hours: 9:30~17:00 / Closed: Mondays (following day in case falling on
holiday), year-end and New-Year holidays
Admission fee / ¥200 (general); free for JHS student or younger.
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@ Yabuzukahonmachi Historical and Folk Museum-¢rzr=p

This facility is constructed to resemble the azekura-zukuri (traditional
Japanese log-house) style. The exhibits center on the keitdo-haniwa
(chicken-head clay images) from the Ishidagawa (river) relics and the dosei-
mimikazari (earthen ear-ornaments) from the Ishinoto relics, and others.

Service hours: 9:30~17:00 / Closed: Mondays (foilowing day in case falling on
holiday), year-end and New-Year holidays
Admission fee / ¥100 (general); free for JHS student or younger.

DEAASO|QBS 17 AABISKIR Y,
olAIcIsletR Aol HE 2R, Mete ol M7l 52 FMoz A
Al

HEAIZE/9:30~1T:00 FEY/ URY (FEHUHP oY) olatolA|
ezE /Ut 1009 FBMolsts =

TR NS TR

$27



28

N

B IVYINAR— T R—

ZVFAE. FUIATI HASHIAELERECH, HRRMODEDT:
300f& - MDA T RDZIENTEET, R F—CERELH
D NEDEREBEZFELLIDIENTEET,
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¢ Japan Snake Center (7D

See tens of thousands of snakes in such variety as Indian pythons, king
cobras, rattle snakes and 300 other species from all over the world. There
are research and resource/reference centers for learning about the ecology
of snakes.

Service hours: 9:00~17:00 / No Closure—open all year round / Admission
fee:¥1,000 for adults, ¥500 for children.
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@ Gunma Kodomo-no-kuni ¢z

This spacious park has diversions to occupy you for the whole day including
a 520m summer bobsleigh, a cycling area with odd cycling vehicles,
woodwork and pottery workshops, and more. In the Children’s Hall, you will
find a planetarium, playroom, craft room, and other facilities.

xThe service hours and fees vary according to the facility. Please inquire with
the park’s management:
Kanayama S6go Koen Kanri Jimusho, Tel. 0276-22-1766.
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A Mikazuki-mura “Crescent Moon Village” ¢zzrsD

This theme park reproduces scenes of a town along an Edo period
highroad. Slip back into this period through the anachronistic teahouse,
watermill, tavern, boiled food seller, kitthenware shop, etc.

xService hours: 9:30-16:00 / Closed: Fridays, Year-end holidays.

Admission fee: ¥630 for adults, ¥315 for children.

(Package ticket ~ admission and tickets for all attractions: ¥1,575 for adults,
¥1,050 for children)
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Forget your worldly cares by soaking in Yabuzuka
Onsen “Hot Spring” patronized by Nitta Yoshisada.

The history of Yabuzuka Hot Spring is said to go back to
its discovery by Saint Gyoki from the period of Emperor
Tenji over 1,000 years ago. It is the legendary “Hidden
Spring of Nitta Yoshisada,” used supposedly for healing
soldiers wounded at the time of Yoshisada’s overthrowing
of Kamakura. The plentiful spa waters have qualities for
promoting beautiful skin and liver function, and the natural
surroundings assuage tensions from hectic daily life.
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#® Yabuzuka Onsen “Hot Spring” o

At this spa area surrounded by tranquil natural environs, you have 5
distinctive inns to choose from, all extending their warm welcome to visitors.
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" SBSRTHE  Dip into Rejuvenating Hot Spring
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Places to stay

® Hot Spring Inns

&

ADDRESS

TEL

I Hotel Fusejima

162 Yabuzukacho, Ota-shi

0277-78-2321

I Kaiso Imaikan

162 Yabuzukacho, Ota-shi

0277-78-2421

I Yabuzukakan
Tourist Inns

211 Yabuzukacho, Ota-shi

0277-78-2518

Nishiyamakan

163 Yabuzukacho, Ota-shi

0277-78-2678

Imaya

0277-78-2318
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¢ Shibazakura of Hokubu Undo Koen-Park
2079-3 Kamigodo-cho ' B-1]

Aside from about a million shibazakura (ground pink) in red, white,
and pink, other flowers during certain periods such as nemophila and
rhododendrons, etc. at the park dazzle the eyes.
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€D The Katakuri (Adder’s Tongue Lilies) of Maruyama Yakushi
301-1 Maruyama-cho ) B-1]
These flowers grow gregariously covering the northern slopes of Maruyama

on the north side of Kanayama, opening bright violet six-petaled blossoms
in the end of March to beginning of April.
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€ The Boke (Japanese Quince) of Kanmuri-Inari Shrine
1 Hosoya-cho

This Boke (Japanese Quince) is the largest in Japan, with a root
circumference of 3m and height of 3.5m, and some 500 limbs growing
from it. The tree, estimated as 300 to 400 years old, flowers in early April,
splashing the shrine grounds in vibrant crimson.
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€ The Peonies of Taikeiji Temple
1000 Nitta One cyo

Said to have been founded by Myomanni, the daughter of Nitta Yoshishige,
Taikeiji is said to have been under the protection of Tokugawa family. The
garden is said to have 150 species and 3500 stalks of peonies, gorgeously
blossoming in red, white, and yellow from the end of April and beginning of
May.
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€0 Tsutsujiyama Koen 3320 Yabuzuka-cho (%D

In the center of the Yabuzuka Hot Spring quarters, this park has a pipe
(tabacco-lover's) and a monument honoring Kogarashi “Wintery Wind”
Monijiro, etc. Rhododendron bloom in spring, filling the whole park.
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€D Yoshizawa Yuri-no-sato 2168 Yoshizawa—cho (ITEED

On this 80,000m” plot of land, lilies of 50 varieties numbering some 1.5
million blossoms beautifully tint the early summer of Ota.
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“Pan-fried noodles”

Extra thick noodles, superb sauce and crispy cabbage - this dish will
beceme your craving once you have tasted it. >
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.~
& Microbrew beer e o B

“Donryt Dream,” a delicious local brew, is made
with the gurgling spring water of this area.

:
- B3 852 YlE =Zajgl vlo] 'ERER
7|9 (W)



BADEH%EBDHS Savoring the Nature’s Bounty Atoio|Ste =I|od

.. ® Yaki-maniju

[BLEDOARIE | IBEES
THA—%%->TVWET’

& “Yamato” potato

“The Yamato Potato of Ojima (a district in Ota)” is has the highest combined

.raw and processed-product sales in Japan. 7

GOIIFEO|R (EHERH) B

Ox[ole| ofotEo|Bi FAMMEY ALK

.....................................................................................

DBEXFALYD

EMaYo [EEEACwD |, FIE
LWIRIEDE WA ED T,

“Roasted shack bun”

The famed snack food of the Joshu
Province (the present Gunma
Prefecture) - the smell of its roast sweet miso-based sauce is irresistible.” .
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& kodama watermelon

" Ota has become designated by the
prefecture as the place producing
this brand of this fragrant and sweet
watermelon.
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40) Pickles i

Daikon takuan-zuke (pickled daikon-radish) has become the specialty
product of the Yabuzukahonmachi area. Daikon-radishes hung under the
eaves swaying in“the wind add poetic charm to the winter scenery of this
area. r
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URL http://www.ota-kanko.jp
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